UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR RELEASE 
TUESDAY AM 
MARCH 17, 1970 

Serious crime in the United States increased 11 percent 
in 1969 when compared with 1968 according to figures made avail- 
able today through the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports and released 
by Attorney General John N. Mitchell. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said all Crime Index 
offenses registered increases in volume. Crimes of violence 
were up 11 percent, led by forcible rape up 16 percent, robbery 
13 percent, aggravated assault 9 percent, and murder 7 percent. 
The crimes against property rose 11 percent as a group. 
Individually, larceny $50 and over in value rose 2 1 percent, auto 
theft 12 percent, and burglary was up 5 percent. 

Mr. Hoover stated crime increases were reported 
by all city population groups. Large core cities 250,000 and 
above in population noted an overall increase of 9 percent in 
volume. The suburban areas recorded an increase of 13 percent, 
while the rural areas were up 11 percent. 




The crime increases, according to Mr. Hoover, were 
constant throughout the United States. The North Central States 
recorded an increase of 15 percent, the Western States 12 percent, 
the Southern States 11 percent, while the densely populated 
Northeastern States recorded an average increase of 7 percent. 

The FBI Director noted that the violent crime of 
armed robbery experienced an upswing of 16 percent and armed 
robbery made up 61 percent of all robbery offenses. Street 
robbery made up over one -half of all robbery offenses and rose 
15 percent. Street larcenies recorded a 12 percent rise over 

1968 and made up 61 percent of all larceny offenses. Serious 
assaults where a gun was used as the weapon rose 12 percent 
and nearly one out of every four aggravated assaults was 
committed with a gun. 

The figures released by the FBI disclose that in 

1969 police arrests for criminal acts, excluding traffic offenses, 
increased 7 percent. Arrests of adults rosje 6 percent, while 
arrests of juveniles continued to climb in 1069 with an 11 per - 
cent rise. 
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A copy of the preliminary crime figures for the year 
1969 is attached. Final crime figures and crime rates per unit 
of population will be available in the detailed annual Uniform 
Crime Reports scheduled for release in the Summer of 1970. 



Enclosure 
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FOR RELEASE 

TUESDAY AM UNIFORM CRIME REPORTING 

MARCH 17, 1970 (1969 Preliminary AnnuaLRelease) 



During calendar year 1969 serious crime, as measured by the Crime Index, nationally increased 
11 percent over 1968. The violent crimes as a group rose 11 percent with murder up 7 percent, forcible 
rape 16 percent, robbery 13 percent, and aggravated assault 9 percent. The property crimes recorded 
an overall rise of 11 percent led by larceny $50 and over up 21 percent, auto theft 12 percent, and 
burglary 5 percent. Crime in the large core cities with populations of 250,000 and over increased 9 
percent, suburban communities reported a 13 percent increase and the rural areas 11 percent. 

TABLE I 



CRIME INDEX TRENDS 

(Percent change 1969 over 1968, offenses known to the police) ♦ 

Lar- 



Population 
Group and 
Area 


Number 

of 

Agencies 


Popular 
tion in 
thou- 
sands 


Total 


V iolent 


Prop- 

erty 


Mur- 

der 


Forci- 

ble 

rape 


Rob- 

bery 


Aggra- 
vated Bur- 
assault glary 


ceny 

$50 

and 

over 


Auto 

theft 


Total all agencies 


5,101 


155,896 


+ 11 


+11 


+11 


+ 7 


-fl6 


+ 13 


+ 9 


+ 5 


+21 


+12 


Cities over 25,000 


820 


88,137 


+ 11 


+12 


+11 


+ 9 


+ 18 


+ 13 


+ 9 


+ 5 


+19 


+ 12 


S uburban area 


1,923 


46,446 


+13 


+12 


+14 


+ 10 


+ 12 


+ 14 


+10 


+5 


+25 


+ 13 


Rural area 


1,209 


19,269 


+11 


+ 7 


+11 


"13 


+ 8 


+ 12 


+ 8 


+6 


+20 


+ 9 


Over 1,000,000 


6 


19,444 


+ 7 


+ 9 


+ 6 


+ 9 


+ 13 


+ 12 


+ 4 


+2 


+11 


+ 12 


500,000 to 1,000,000 18 


11,733 


+13 


+19 


+11 


+ 14 


+34 


+18 


+19 


+9 


+15 


+ 12 


250,000 to 500,000 


30 


10,724 


+ 8 


+ 5 


+ 9 


+ 1 


+ 6 


+ 5 


+ 7 


+3 


+18 


+ 9 


100,000 to 250,000 


97 


14,314 


+14 


+13 


+14 


+ 4 


+ 19 


+ 17 


+ 9 


+9 


+22 


+ 12 


50,000 to 100,000 


242 


16,876 


+14 


+13 


+14 


+ 13 


+17 . 


+12 


+13 


+8 


+22 


+ 12 


25,000 to 50,000 


427 


15,045 


+14 


+16 


+14 


+12 


+ 16 


+23 


+12 


+4 


+25 


+ 12 


10,000 to 25,000 


1,039 


16,350 


+15 


+ 7 


+16 


+ 2 


+24 


+ 16 


+ 2 


+6 


+30 


+ 9 


Under 10,000 


1,780 


9,296 


+13 


- 1 


+14 


+ 4 


+ 10 


+ 7 


-4 


+5 


+28 


+ 11 



Crime increases were recorded in all geographic regions with a 15 percent rise in the North 
Central States, 12 percent in the Western States, 11 percent in the Southern States, and 7 percent in the 
Northeastern States. ' 



TABLE 2 



CRIME INDEX TRENDS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION 

(1969 over 1968) 



Lar- 



For- Aggra- ceny 

Mur- cible Rob- vated Bur- $50 and Auto 



Region 


Total 


Violent 


Property 


der 


rape 


bqry 


assault 


glary 


over 


theft 


Northeastern States 


+ 7 


+ 8 


+ 7 


+ 3 


+ 15 


+10 


+ 6 


+ 1 


+ 19 


+ 8 


North Central States 


+ 15 


+15 


+ 16 


+ 11 


+ 14 


+17 


+12 


+ 10 


+24 


+15 


Southern States 


+ 11 


+11 


+ 11 


+ 4 


+ 14 


+19 


+ 6 


+ 5 


+21 


+12 


Western States 


+12 


+12 


+ 12 


+ 15 


+ 20 


+ 9 


+ 14 


+ 6 


+ 20 


+11 



Robbery continued to register significant increases in all regions ranging from 9 percent in the 
Western States to 19 percent in the Southern States. Armed robbery recorded a 16 percent rise over 
1968. Unarmed robbery, where no weapon was used, recorded an upswing of 10 percent. S treet rob- 
beries made up over one-half of all robbery offenses and rose 15 percent. Street thefts recorded 
a 12 percent rise over 1968. Nationally, police successfully solved 20 percent of the Crime Index 
offenses. Overall clearance rates recorded a decline of 3 percent, 1969 versus 1968. During 1969 
police arrests for all criminal acts, excluding traffic offenses, rose 7 percent. Adult arrests were up 

6 percent and arrests of persons under 18 years of age increased 11 percent. 



TABLE 3 



Robbery 

Street +15 

Business house + 5 

Service station +10 

Chain store +23 

Residence +64 

Bank - 1 



OFFENSE ANALYSIS 

(January - December, percent change 1969 over 1968) 

Burglary Larceny 

Residence, night +10 Pocket-picking + 4 

Residence, day +11 Purse-snatching +18 

Nonresidence, night “ 3 Shoplifting +17 

Nonresidence, day + 5 From autos +15 

i Auto accessories + 12 

! From buildings + 7 



Issued by John Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. 20535 

Advisory: Committee on Uniform Crime Records, International Association of Chiefs of Police 




Murder, 

negligent 



Abilene 

Alban; 

Albuquerque 

Alexandria 

.Allentown 

Amarillo 



Arlington 
Atlanta’ 
Austin 
Baltimore 
Baton Rouge 



Texas 1968 

1969 

Obio 1968 

1969 

NY 1968 

1969 

N Hex 1968 

1969 

Va 1968 



1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



Berkeley 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Bridgeport 
Buffalo . 

Camden ' • • 
Canton . 

Cedar Rapids 

Charlotte 

Chattanooga 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

Colorado Springs 

Columbia 

Columbus 



Corpus Christ! 
Dallas (1) 

Dayton 

Dearborn 

Des Moines . 

Detroit 

Duluth 

Elizabeth 

El Faso 

Erie 

Evansville . 

Fall River . 
Flint 

Fort Lauderdale 
Fort Wayne 
Fort Worth 
Fresno 
Carden Grove 
Gary 
Glendale 
Grand Rapids" 
Greensboro . 
Hammond 



Ohio 
. Iowa 



Colo 

S.C 

Ga 

Ohio 

Texas 

Texas 

Ohio 

Mich 

Colo 

Iowa 

Mich 



1968 

1969 
’ 1968 

1969 



1968 

1969 
1968 



1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



1969 

1968 ' 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 . 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
- 1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



Calif 

Cali! 

Ind 



Va 

Conn 

Hawaii 

Calif 



1968 

1969 
1966 



Hartford 

Honolulu 

Houston 

Huntington Beach 

Huntsville 

Independence 

Indianapolis 

Jackson 

Jacksonville 

Jersey City 

Kansas City 

Kansas City 

Knoxville 



Lincoln Nebr 

Little Rock Ark 

Livonia Uich 

Long Beach Calif 

Los Angeles Calif 

Louisville. tty 



1969 

1968 

1969 



1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 



1968 

1969 
1968 



1968 

1989 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



cible 



1,237 18,997 
1,334 21,476 
179 3,531. 

303 5,638 



674 
079 
3,557 
3,943 
1,234 
1,276 
4, 597 
5,427 
1,285 
MU 



3,170 2,975 
4,286 3,227 
359 1,081 
448 1,207 
4,044 1,350 
4,710 1,751 
1,274 536 



1,290 

1,418 

2,736 

2,783 

1,547 

1,277 

7,149 

8,740 

2,755 

3,091 

25,092 

19,367 

3,253 

3,880 

1,342 



1, 186 334 

1,269 360 

2,378 535 

2,332 675 

1,722 697 

2, 134 781 

5,391 3,404 
5,859 4,008 
1,435 907 ' 

1,373 1,011 
11,553 11,762 
12,829 10,361 



4,251 
3,724 
6,865 
9,002 
. 1,992 
2,651 
5,477 
5,622 
1,462 
2,101 
636 



490 
3,835 
4,392 
2,585 
2,474 
34,344 
36.465 
8,027 
' 12,569 
1,045 
1,448 
- 1,876 
2,318 
854 
828 
7,798 
• 8,124 

3,183 



396 267 

432 355 

714 1,112 
801 1. 183 
3,722 1,904 
4,230 1,905 
5,889 16,217 
6,348 15,190 
1,815 1,585 
3,290 1,698 
4,352 4,202 
5,310 3,830 
751 1,501 
682 1,728 
1, 116 436 

1,533 493 

560 380 

634 468 

2,316 712 

3,148 1.088 
384 1,212 
3SS 1,489 
18,927 33,251 
19.641 36.028 
6,650 14,138 
6,71122,279 
1,012 391 

1,531 481 

921 852 

1,323 1,242 



. 761 

847 
9,017 
11,415 
1,687 
1,901 
37,932 
41,264 
1,003 



3,834 

4,054 

1,009 

753 

1,683 

1,614 

1,260 

1,488 

2,281 

3,689 

2,070 

2,434 

1,388 

1,593 

5,944 

6,571 

5,195 



S| 579 4,207 
6,928 4,338 
1,801 802 
2,949 963 

8,037 7,701 
. 2,117 2,384 
3,077 2,281 
93S 822 

1,414 944 . 

8,365 5,734 
8,993 6,564 
1,868 879 

2,588 1,039 
17,660 19,303 
22,236 22,438 
720 483 

783 478 

631 1,137 
. 782 1,324 
1,555 1,586 
2,006 1,693 



467' 664 

544 M?6 

3.353 925 

3,842 1,052 
1,873 915 

2, 168 1, 217 
2,120 528 

2,315 . 693 
1,999 2,427 

2.194 3,429 

2.353 1,655 
3,336 1,819 

1.712 339 

2,014 416 

1,939 3,996 
2,345 3,498 
1>238 580 

1,373 701 

1. 194 886 

1,495 826 

1,207 ' 488 

1,498 5463 575 

860 1,329 777 

925 1,402 1,022 

760 - -617 221 

739 1,022 249 . 

3,575 2,256 2,164 

* — 2,479 2,501 

3,794 2,946 
4,646 3,167 
9,942 9,337 
11,796 12,573 
1,477 254 

1.713 355 

1,467 599 

1,564 



1,450 

1,553 

2,898 

3,327 

•1,087 



6,194 

20,936 

24,684 



711 
742 
8,100 
8,926 
1,211 
1,149 
9,396 
9,059 
1,281 
1,455 
3, 189 
3,470 
10,020 
12,269 
2,045 
2,018 
1,754 
2,230 
1,501 
1,733 
794 



515 193. 

655 255 



3,220 1,878' 
5,709 2,836 
.269 4,022 



96 1,443 



774 • 
1,193 
6,006 
5,834 
63,487 
64,515 
5,019 
5, 166 



855 304 

890 333 

<130 2,841 
4,433 2^863 
40,730 31,809 
43,879 32, 149 
5,357 5,638 



(1) 1968 figures not comparable with 1969, and are not used In trend tahui««mig Agency reports which ar 
determined to be Influenced by a change In reporting practices, for all or specific offenses, are removed 
from trend tables. 

All 1969 crime figures from reporting units are preliminary. Final figures and crime rates per unit of 
population are not available ui*il the annua l publication scheduled for release in the Sommer of 1970. 
Trends in this report are based on the volume of crimes reported by comparable units. • 



Minneapolis 

Mobile 



Nashville 
Newark 
New Bedford 
New Haven 
. New Orleans 
Newport News 
New York 
Norfolk 



Calif 

Okla 



Orlando 



Peoria 

Philadelphia • 
Phoenix 



Providence 

Raleigh' 



St. Louie 
St Paul 
SL Petersburg 
Sait Lake.Clty 



San Diego 
San Franeisco 
San Jose • 
Santa Ana 



Scranton 

Seattle 

Shreveport' 



Springfield 
Springfield | 
Syracuse 

Toledo 

Torrance 
Trenton 
Toe ion 
Tulsa ; 

Utica 

Virginia Beach 

Waco 

Warren 

Washington 

Waterbary 

Wichita 

Wichita Falls 



Calif 



Calif 

Calif 

Calif 

Calif 

Calif 



Wash 

Maes 



Aril 

Okla 



DC 

NC 



Worcester 

Youngstown 



1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 
1989 
1988 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1988 
1969 

1968 . 

1969 
1968 

1989 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 
1969. 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1988 

1989 
1966 
1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1966 
1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 
1969. 
1968- 

• ' 1969 
1968 
.1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 ' 

1988 
1969 

1968 

1989 
1988 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1966 
1969 . 

1968 
I960. 
1988 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 



1969 

1966 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 
1989 
1968 



1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1968 



1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 • 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 



1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 
1989 
1963 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 
1988 



slaughter 1 ra^e ber^ 



1, 175 
2,561 
2,749. 



1,167 
2,972 
2,841 
1,122 . 
1, 292 



28,515 

29,719 

1,124 

1,043 



glary- 

break- 

ingor 



2,264 
2,108 
2, 182 



7,094 
4,496 
4,381 
9, 281 
9,362 
3,758 
4,605 
1,859 
1,712 
5,819 
6,295 
13, 115 
10,684 



3; 492 
3,275 
8,244 
8,459 
1,171 
1,526 
173,559 
171,393 
4,654 



1,433 

1,206 

1,770 

4,815 



5,766 
1,290 
1,541 
1, 287 
1,412 
4,134 
4,590 
6,715 



1,084 

1,429 

1,750 



2,591 
2, 496 
2,106 



5, 036 
4,718 
5,599 



3, 109 
3. 387 
8’ 219 
7,345 



146,319 77,448 
129,138 8S.796 
3,367 1,776 



911 12,972 



5,326 
.5,565 
3,591 
3,396 
1,357 
2,052 
2,919 
2, 999 
1, Mil 
2, 079 
1,774 
1,904 
13,664 
14,063 
9, 632 
11, 659 
9,562 
10, 125 
6,565 
7, 752 
1, 687 



3,648 
3,617 
1, 286 



1, 502 



2, 524 
3,748 
1, 4L2 
1,252 
4,114 
3,391 

I, 235 
1, 581 
3, 820 
4,245 
. ' 954 

1,671 
16,721 
19, 073 
6, 341 
6,015 
3, 937 
3,626 
3,249 
3,648 
12,060 

II, 533 
1,855 
2,240 
4, 144 

' 5,002 

17,712 
18, 637 
5,517 
6,274 
1,980 
2,523 
1, 95B 
2,366 



2,113 
1,292 
2, 392 
921 
1,072 

3.223 
2, 270 
1,819 
2,448 
6,477 
5, 506 
3,631 
3,743 

1.224 
1.564 
2,221 
1,768 
2,500 

. 2,357 
3, 124 
3, 264 
3, 725 
3,817 



1,991 

2,850 

1,375 

1,467 

1,645 

2,012 

293 

498 



3,711 7,461 

3, 377 10, 368 
6,243 3,763 

6, 798 4, 175 

7,953 10,205 
7,867 .9,246 
6,240 2.326 



1,088 

1,527 

1,975 



3,978 4,047* 



7.058 5.136 

2. 494 887 

2, 547 874 

7,822 2,962 

9,286 3,467 

5. 528 14, 546 
7,418 17.533 
1.709 2,192 



2, 763 
3,633 
1,215 
1, 872 
2, 167 
2, 208 
1,061 



1,495 

1,318 

1,424 

1,467 



1,146 

1,046 

1,374 

1,424 

1,592 



1,681 1,007 



3,310 • 3,265 



1,601 

1,921 

2,212 



1,443 

1,049 

1,532 
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PLEASE NOTE 

Figures used in this release are submitted voluntarily by law enforcement agencies 
throughout the country. Individuals using these tabulations are cautioned against 
drawing conclusions by making direct comparisons between cities due to the existence 
of numerous factors which affect the amount and type of crime from place to place. Some 
of these factors are listed in the annual Uniform Crime Reports. More valid use can be 
made of these figures by determining deviations from national averages and through com- 
parisons with averages for cities in similar population groups. (Table 1) It is important 
to remember that crime is a social problem and, therefore, a concern of the entire com- 
munity. The efforts of law enforcement are limited to factors withiiii its control. 



